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According to an article by Jack Colhoun appearing in the May 8 issue of the Guardian, the US
government may have attempted to set up a disinformation campaign to convince Nicaraguan
officials and others that army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega was responsible for the Feb. 16 murder
of former contra military chief Enrique Bermudez. Citing "US spy agencies," Bill Gertz of the
Washington Times (03/14/91) said Ortega is believed to have ordered a subordinate to prepare
an AK-47 assault rifle, equipped with a telescopic scope, special ammunition that produces little
smoke, and a silencer. Next, Gertz claimed that the Sandinistas have undermined the Nicaraguan
government's investigation of the Bermudez murder. Gertz wrote that Vice President Virgilio Godoy
and Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo suspect Gen. Ortega was involved in the crime. He added,
"Shortly after the shooting, Brmudez's body was taken to a military hospital and mutilated." In a
March 28 letter to the editor of the Washington Times, Gen. Ortega responded that he had nothing
to do with the murder, nor to his knowledge, did any member of the Nicaraguan security forces.
He said, "Col. Burmudez's body was taken to a civilian hospital run by the Ministry of Health. The
forensic medical examiner, an employee of the Ministry of Health, determined that Col. Bermudez
was killed by a single bullet that passed through his head, exiting at the right inferior preauricular
region. Thus, no bullets were extracted or discarded...The physicians appointed by Col. Bermudez's
widow to prepare the body prior to burial testified that there were no signs of mutilation or other
mistreatment." Ortega also noted that Nicaraguan news reports said the murder weapon was a .32
caliber pistol fired at close range. Lacayo denied the Times' contention that he suspected Ortega was
responsible for the murder. His remarks were published in a a March 16 letter to La Prensa. Gertz
followed up with an April 9 story in which he cited a signed statement by the Woodlawn Funeral
Home and Cemetery in Miami, where Bermudez's body was taken for burial. The statement said,
"There was a large diameter bruise on the chest with pellet markings. The round had not exited and
the bruise and markings appeared to be due to the force of the round's internal impact. Woodlawn
manager Fernando Caballero said the steep angle of the bullet's path indicated the bullet did not
come from a pistol. Woodlawn's "forensic director" Cornelius Anderson said there was no damage
to Bermudez's brain. Mariana Piedra, a Woodlawn funeral director, explained to the Guardian that
Woodlawn released the statement about the Bermudez body and non-exiting bullet at the request
of Dickens and Elsa Bermudez. In an interview with Colhoun, she said, "I have to make it very clear
that we're not forensic experts. We're only funeral directores and embalmers." She noted Anderson
is not Woodlawn's "forensic director," as stated by the Times, but a licensed embalmer and funeral
director. Piedra said, "The [Bermudez] family has been advised that if they want expert advice, they
would have to disinter and have the medical examiners [licensed pathologists] take a look and give
their assessment of what actually happened [to cause Bermudez's death] and how it happened."
Dorothy Kendrick, supervisor of investigations at the Dade County Medical Examiner's office, told
the Guardian, "We show no record on Enrique Bermudez." She said the FBI would normally call the
Dade County office to perform an autopsy if US officials wanted one done. She noted funeral homes
are not authorized by law in Florida to perform autopsies.
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